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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

I hope that you have all had a good week. We have certainly had a busy one in school and it does make me smile/grimace 
whenever I see politicians and reporters on TV saying that schools are closed! You will have received the letter on Wednesday 
informing you of a positive Covid-19 case in the school. It was definitely a case of “when” and not “if” we had a positive case in 
school and think we have done well to get as far as we did without closing a bubble. 
 

The main focus this week has obviously been on getting our remote learning offer up and running and also contacting all our 
families to check in. I do apologise for the many emails you have been receiving, but there is a lot of information to be shared 
and many things to be set up.  
The two key pieces of information that you will have received are: 
- Remote Learning code of conduct for parents, pupils and families. Please familiarise yourself with this. 
- A letter containing a link for you to follow in order to give your permission for your child to access live sessions with the staff. 
This link is below for you. Please complete this as soon as possible, so that these live sessions can become a regular part of the 
remote learning offer for your children. 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=L3SXt5XWaE65u86ZdvtQjFYAPtITNbRChVLV0pnDyLFUMk4yMVU5WDZX
Q0pXM01ETVpUU0pCNUxDMCQlQCN0PWcu  
 

At the bottom of this newsletter, I have included some information on the reasons behind us not doing live lessons and using a 
combination of pre-recorded videos and online videos as part of our remote learning offer. I hope that this helps to explain our 
rationale. 
 

Parents evening is next week. Thank you for signing up for your time slot. You will receive your Teams invite from the class 
teacher before Wednesday. If you haven’t booked a time or a phone call yet, then you have until midnight tonight. Please login 
through your Scopay account. If you are unable to then please email the teacher and they will be able to let you know which 
slots are still available and set up a meeting with you. These meetings are to discuss the Autumn reports, however given the 
current lockdown situation, the time may be well spent discussing how the children are currently doing and any remote learning 
issues or well-being concerns. 
 

On that note, Year 1-6 parents will be able to access your child’s reports on the parent report portal from 3:30pm on Monday. A 
letter reminding you how to access the reports will go out on Monday, along with a reminder leaflet about our assessment 
system and also a power point video you may want to look at. Reception reports will be emailed to you by Miss Bailey as EYFS 
use a different assessment system. 

 

Please let me remind you of a few messages regarding home learning: 
1) Please don’t worry! I know you are concerned about your child’s education and that you may feel they will fall behind. All 

children across the country are in the same boat and we will all be alright in the end. Children do need to keep up with their 
learning at home and learning expectations through this lockdown are higher, however we also need to remind ourselves 
that the children are going through this pandemic too and we need to be supportive of their mental well-being too. 

2) Try to have a structure to your day. If it is possible to keep the days the same, then children are more likely to engage 
because they know what the expectation for each day is. The timetables sent out by the teachers are just a guide for you, as 
each family set up is different, but keeping consistency for the children will really help. 

3) Feedback on the learning completed at home is important, as this is how we move the children’s learning forward. The 
teacher will let you know which specific pieces of work they would like you to send back, but do feel free to send back, via 
email, any of the work completed. We want to celebrate all that is being done. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=L3SXt5XWaE65u86ZdvtQjFYAPtITNbRChVLV0pnDyLFUMk4yMVU5WDZXQ0pXM01ETVpUU0pCNUxDMCQlQCN0PWcu
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4) The staff (and I know some parent too) have had to do some very quick IT training and 
our skills are really being put to the test! We are learning quickly and the videos and 
live links are starting to happen. They are really going to help keep learning fresh and 
engaging. 

 

I would just like to finish off by saying that you are all doing an amazing job at home. 
Juggling the running of your homes, your own jobs AND remote learning for your children 
is such a tough ask…but you are doing it!  
 

I hope you have a really great weekend and that you find time to relax and just take a 
breath. 
 

Regards 

Michelle 

 
Kite Academy Trust 

Wyke primary Academy 
 
 
 

 
The case for recorded teacher input for remote learning 
Research findings: 
According to the Education Endowment Fund’s evidence review, there is “no clear difference between teaching in 
real time (“synchronous teaching”) and alternatives…Ensuring the elements of effective teaching are present – for 
example clear explanations, scaffolding and feedback – is more important than how or when they are provided.” 
 
Routines for learning are very important in remote learning circumstances.  
Online lessons are not always desirable for primary children as the teacher-pupil interaction is not easily replicated. 
 
Teaching through ‘live’ video in real time:  
 Practical considerations: 

• It is unsustainable for teachers who are also spending a full day teaching in the classroom (if live online tuition 
follows best practice, 2 members of staff should be involved) 

• Trying to teach via a video link supports a more didactic approach to education that is not in line with our 
Trust’s vision for teaching and learning 
Engagement of all 

• Many households have a limited number of devices (often sharing with a parent working from home) so live 
broadcasts will be missed by children who don’t have access at specific times of the day  

• Parents who are supporting their children with learning at home need flexibility in timetabling the day  

• Some children are naturally not as willing to engage on live sessions due to shyness or embarrassment. A live 
video lesson environment does not provide a level playing field 

Behaviour for Learning 

• Behaviour for learning of a class when they are all live on video but not in the same room as each other, can be 
challenging- each child works at a different pace 

 
Pre-recorded is best 
Recorded teacher videos: 
These can be very effective and don’t present the same problems identified above.   
Bear in mind that research on attention span and cognitive overload shows an absolute maximum engagement 
time of 20 minutes with primary aged children. 

Recorded inputs are: 

• less intimidating and challenging for the teacher (both in terms of presentation and managing behaviour  for 
learning) 

• have no Safeguarding issues, provided staff follow recording protocols  

• can be watched several times if need be- they can be paused when longer time is needed (eg to understand a 
concept or sharpen a broken pencil!)  

• enable learning opportunities to be organised for times of day that fit in with family needs, reducing stress 

• can still be used alongside personal social interaction/feedback, maintained through eg emails, Marvellous Me, 
phone calls or Class Catch-Up time 



• easy to improve and perfect- the next day’s input can be adapted in light of children’s learning and progress 
that day 

• more readily facilitated by another teacher or LSA if the class teacher is unwell. Live sessions are not. 
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